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 Labourer 

 What qualifications did James leave school with? 

 A-levels

 No qualifications

 Where did James grow up?  

 Felling 

 Low Fell 

James Denis
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MY PROVOCATION

• Any project designed to address and reduce inequalities across individuals’ lifespans MUST: 

• involve a linguist who has the skills required to establish evidence of language-based biases & develop interventions to 
address any such biases that may give rise to inequalities. 



MY QUESTIONS FOR YOU

• What are the unique insights and skills YOUR discipline offers that are critical to addressing inequalities across 
individuals’ lifespan? 

• How can we translate our COLLECTIVE insights and skills into an INNOVATIVE, MULTI-DISCIPLINARY 
research programme that successfully tackles some of the most urgent inequalities in twenty-first century UK 
society? 



THANK YOU. 





INFERENCES

We listen.

We make language-based inferences. 

Our inferences are: 

value-free.   value-laden. 

about speakers’ identities & 
social characteristics, based 
on language-based cues. 
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